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Mr. Waitam McA^ 
interdn^rtitt^fit Coordtoator for 
For«^ PltbiicadoBs 
Oapartmeat of State 
Waahlqgton2S, 0.C. 


0wir SlU. 

Tto CoHunittee on Procurement of Fore^ PidJllcatloBS of the United 
States fatelWgeiJce Board (PROCffi) hae for several moativs indicated lacreaeiag 
concern over Ifee failure of e» Publicatione Procareroent Program m eecure 
adei|uate pid>licattm)a coverage from Latin America. The emremelp volatile 
nature of the eituation la many countries of that ar^; die recent awl forth- 
coming elections in seviwal of die countries, ell of ehlch have a bearlog on 
hemlsifoeric relations and securityi the st^qped'Up Soviet and caOnese Com- 
munist drives fo penetrate and eohvert, and to gain deminati<m of the peoples 
#nd economies of many Latin Anmrlcaa countries, ell wrm to hl([d*lliSht the 
importance of ecgulrhig publications. In dils cosimctlcm, tl» difficultie# cn- 
cmintared by the three Haticmal Libraries and other strong Lathi Amerlcmi 
collections hi ^e country are of c«H)cora to us, since we suist draw upon tiw 
total avalWale resources in meeting the intormatlon needs of dwi latolllgence 
Community. 

Becau se it was desired to have a flrsdiand impressltm of the scope of 
botdm end periodicals available tiooughout Latin America, a survey »am visited 
comitrles in the area la early i960. They found and Inrought back with tlmm 
several hundred puMicatl<m8 of interest to die Intolltgence Community* and their 
r^iorc on the availablUty of pifolicetlonc in Latin America hae been made avail- 
aide to all PEiXiB members. In their report, these omcere stress the imitpe 
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cltiuittoa fa Ilia lAtla Aatericaa booktxiule, as booksetlsrs fa dwt area do aot 
xmH^t tl» senrica to castmers utifcti characterises Axaerlcaa aad Eaci 0 fiiea& 
hoolatoi^s. Latia Amertcaa booksellers tend to dlsr^ard orifefs lor books 
or give emeoiely slow service. Widi very lew exo^lcms* aettiher book- 
sellem aot pilAtshers pcotkare lists ol available fsiblicatloas firom v^h 
sdeqiuibi selecti<m caa be aiade. Such lists as are ]»roctaced are i^asaiodic 
sad usually die alter a lew isnies. Very lew Lada Asaerteaa couatries iirotkice 
aattOBsl bMlograi^lesi aad where such do exist, diey are several years ia 

^ ^ ^ arrears, tbs aasorfdious state of book distrlhutioai ta eextafa Latto Aatericaa 
25X1 A5a1 
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la idew of tiiese licatrs, PR.OCB has coocloded that oaly way ia 
which fhe PuMicathxts Procuremeat |eb caa be tatlsiBCtorily perforated is ao 
faaws a f^ time E^onat PabUcatioas OlHcer bi Lada America with adequate 
travel tode. Such aa officer would be ia a posittoa to fcaow the best bookstores 
ia the various ccmatries aad wmtld be able f» visit &iem periodically, for (mly 
by persoaal coutacts aad persoaal aetjulsitioas caa adequsm procuremeat be 
accomplished. Me must be ia a posidoa to cover the aiaay important Cozamuaitt 
aad other left-wing outlets ia the ares. This view hi relaforced by the experlmice 
of the Ltttrary of C^mgxess aad eeveral naajor uoiversity libraries. A ftsgloaal 
Pubitesttims Frocursmeat Oflicer must be aMe to advtee on aad coordiaate ^ 
activities (Xf die Ad Hoc Fubllcatfoas Procursmeat Outers in all of ^ SmiMssiss 
tfbrca^ottt tte area. He sl^ld have had late!ltgiau:e etq^rUsure. sad should 
be widely acquainted throhghout the Intelllgeace Ctnatmuafty. He showld have 
cloi« m native fluency in %ssleh. 

At its meeting on 23 August 1^, PROCIB formally concluded that the 
Beads of the latelllgeiKe Commmiity could ao Imiger be edetpstely served ia the 
field of Lsda Amerfcaa f^llcedmis unless sad uadi e hill time Eeglmial PuMice- 
dtnm Procuremeat Officer wae appointed for the area, aad they haw midorsed dm 
SMultag of this memoraadNim to urge jm to mke all possible smps widita the 
Dipardaeat of State to establish such a posJtimi as soon as posstisle, aad bi no 
SY<mt later than the begfaning of Plsea! Ysar 1962. Atb»{aate travel fhads must 
aleo be available, for perimlic travel thr^t^heut the armi is esssndal. 

As jmo kaow, P&OCIB membership consists of represtmtatlves of the 
IN^Mirtmtmts and Aipncies whicb comprise the Uaited States Intelligence Board. 
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In addittcm, 4ii FaOOJB la IiaM by tbt HflqpftttaEMmt of 

Agfteiilt»ro» the of ^ UaUed Scotoa J^oxmiittott Ageaey* 

the NettoiijRl SeteBoe Fooii^tlciii, «n4 the Neit^l Llliif«ry of bfediotne. 
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